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Italian Cinema in the “Mecca of Cinema”

Tommaso Cartia (December 22, 2017)

Every year a different cultural theme is chosen to spotlight the week’s promotion of language; in
2017, it’s cinema. Located in the capital of American cinema, the Italian Cultural Institute in Los
Angeles is naturally very actively involved. The Institute’s director, Valeria Rumori tells i-Italy how
they are approaching the task.
The Italian Language Week in the World [2]is an event of foremost importance for Italians. Now in its
seventeenth year, and run under the High Patronage of the President of the Republic of Italy, its
theme for 2017 is the Italian language in Italian cinema—and the Italian Cultural Institute in Los
Angeles [3]is naturally very actively involved.
One of the major screenings during Italian Language Week will be Il Giovane Favoloso [4]by Italian
director Mario Martone, on October 17th. The film chronicles the tormented life of a giant of Italian
literature, Giacomo Leopardi [5](1798-1837). We asked the Director of the Italian Cultural Institute,
Valeria Rumori, the reason behind the choice of Martone’s film. “Il Giovane Favoloso was suggested
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by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as an iconic movie about the Italian language,” Rumori says. “It
narrates the intellectual and human story of one of the greatest Italian authors of all times. Besides,
it is a movie for which Mario Martone has won so many awards, including one dedicated to Italian
creativity here at our Institute.”
Martone’s work is in very good company. The Institute is also presenting Raffaello, Master of Arts, a
3D documentary about the famous Renaissance painter, produced by Sky in collaboration with the
Vatican Museums and Magnitudo Films. Host of the event is Davide Gasparotto, Senior Curator of
Paintings at the Getty Museum [6] in Los Angeles.
A complex, multifaceted job
But the work of the Week is much more complex than “just” showing movies to the public. Rumori,
who has a long experience in the field and came to Los Angeles after serving several years as the
director of the Italian Cultural Institute in San Francisco, explains the rationale. “When I started
working at this Institute,” she points out, “I got to understand how culturally complex and varied the
city of Los Angeles is, as well as the whole area we serve, covering the whole of Southern California,
Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico. Therefore, I chose to emphasize the collaboration between
different institutions, not only Italian, such as the Consulate General of Italy in Los Angeles, but also
American and those representing other countries.”
An example of this international collaboration is the inclusion of the Italian romantic comedy Pane e
Tulipani (Bread and Tulips) [7]by Silvio Soldini. This award-winning movie is an Italian-Swiss coproduction and was selected by the Institute together with the Consulate General of Switzerland. The
rationale was to emphasize that Italy and Switzerland share a long border, and in the Swiss canton of
Ticino, where Italian is one of the official languages, it is spoken by almost everyone. There, Italian
works as a bridge between two different cultures.
Another example—this one beyond cinema—is the Italian-Mexican collaboration for the Year of
Mexico 2017 celebration in Los Angeles. In fact, when the Institute had to decide on its participation
to the Day of Contemporary Art, it chose an exhibit by Italian writer and illustrator Andrea Ferraris,
author of Churubusco—a graphic novel telling the story of an Italian immigrant in Mexico. The event
was created in collaboration with the Consulate General of Mexico, and it served as a reminder that
Italy—today a country of destination for immigrants from Africa and Asia—has long been a country of
departure for millions of Italian emigrants to North and South America as well as to Australia, Europe,
and virtually everywhere else in the world.
Promoting Italy through cinema
Another example of cinematic collaboration, this time among Italian institutions, is the screening of
Enrico IV, directed by Marco Bellocchio [8] and inspired by the play by Luigi Pirandello [9], the Nobel
Prize-winning Sicilian playwright and novelist. In 2017 Italy celebrates the 150th anniversary of
Pirandello’s birth, and the Italian Cultural Institute, in collaboration with ENIT (the Italian National
Tourist Board) paid homage to his memory in a series of events called Viaggi in Italia (Voyages to
Italy), in which they promoted Pirandello’s Sicily, specifically the city of Agrigento, where he was
born.
The connection between Italian cinema and Italian society and culture is very strong indeed. A telling
example is the program Filming in Italy, that promotes Italy as a location for foreign movie
productions. The program was created in collaboration with Tiziana Rocca, former director of the
Taormina Film Festival, and was co-presented at the Institute during the Voyages to Italy series with
the Italian Trade Commission.
On November 15, another chapter of the series Viaggi in Italia will focus on the city of Naples with a
screening of Pizza & the Art of Living (Pizza & l’arte di arrangiarsi) [10]by Italian-American director
Matteo Troncone. The event is co-hosted by ENIT and falls in the Week of Italian Cuisine in the
World—in a year when pizza is a candidate for inclusion in UNESCO’s World Heritage.
Then, starting on November 16, the exhibit Cinema Italian Style will showcase the best of Italian
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cinema in Los Angeles, with the opportunity to meet the filmmakers and actors for Q&A sessions.
This year the exhibit will pay homage to one of the most influential Italian directors of all times,
Michelangelo Antonioni. Roberto Cicutto, President and CEO of Luce Cinecittà [11], the italian agency
for the promotion of cinema, will participate in a pre-opening on November 15.
“Italian Cinema is cool in LA”
In the golden age of Italian Neorealism—after WWII—Italian cinema was a strong presence in
Hollywood. Today, however, contemporary Italian films in the US face a much more difficult market.
That’s why the work of agencies like the Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles is so important.
Valeria Rumori is positive about the future, noting the increased interest of the American public in
the new Italian cinema. “We bring to LA the best that Italian cinema produces every year, including
movies from the Turin Social World Film Festival, for example. And the winner of the Milan
International Film Festival 2017, Tutto quello che vuoi, directed by Francesco Bruni, will have its US
premiere here in LA.” The fact is, Rumori says, that “for LA, Italian cinema has always been
relevant—even cool. Gianfranco Rosi’s Fuocoammare (Fire at Sea), Oscar nominated last year,
confirms this. Rosi missed winning his Oscar, but two other Italians didn’t: The Best Make-up and
Hairstyling Award went to Alessandro Bertolazzi and Giorgio Gregorini for Suicide Squad.”
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